
Radical & Relational 
Fermentation Dialogue Series

Stephanie Maroney, Ph.D. 
Mellon Public Scholars, UC Davis

February 25, 2021



talk outline

1. Introduction / an invitation 

2. Experiments with fermentation 
as method / collaborators

3. My contributions to Radical and 
Relational Approaches to 
Fermentation and Food 
Sovereignty Cluster 

a. Feminist science and technology 
studies 

b. Public scholarship and 
community-engaged research  

srmaroney@ucdavis.edu

radicalfermentation.ucdavis.edu

publicscholars.ucdavis.edu



2010
Moved to Davis, 
CA / UC Davis

2018
Ph.D. in Cultural Studies 
& Feminist Research

Dissertation: Eat for Your Microbes: 
Reimagining Diet, Health, and Subjectivity in 
the Probiotic Present
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FOUNDATION FOR FERMENTATION FERVOR
 // summer 2014 



FERMENTING FEMINISM
 // fall 2017 

“Bubbling Bodies and Queer 
Microbes” a collaboration with 
artist SEAN NASH
edited by LAUREN FOURNIER

Installation in Kansas City



Conference in Montreal, Quebec 
organized by MAYA HEY
with LADY BREW WINNIPEG

Special issue of CuiZine: journal of 
Canadian Food Culture

FOOD, FEMINISM, & FERMENTATION 
 // fall 2017 



EDIBLE FEMINISMS
 // winter 2018

Workshop in Los Angeles (UCLA), 
organized by SARAH TRACY and RACHEL VAUGHN, 
co-authored article with HI’ILEI HOBART

Special issue of Food, Culture and Society



BUILDING COMMUNITY FERMENT
// spring 2018 

Non-dogmatic pedagogy; free fermentation 
workshop at the Yolo Public Library, Davis branch

Co-facilitated with SEAN NASH
Supported by HATCH: feminist arts & science shop 

ongoing!



THE HYPHA COLLECTIVE
// fall 2017 + 

Kombucha art-making, fermentation experiments, 
storytelling games (MycoWorlds), mycelium as 
method, John Cage Mycology Collection

with ANUJ VAIDYA and MERCEDES VILLALBA 
co-teaching experiments with JOE DUMIT 



RADICAL RELATIONAL FERMENTATION CLUSTER 
// fall 2020 +

FEMINIST 
STS
CULTURAL 
STUDIES

COMMUNITY
ENGAGED 

RESEARCH

RESEARCH that is with, by, and for
Expansive knowledge, density
The role of a public institution in higher learning
Process rather than product

SCIENCE as knowledge-making practices
Knowledges are situated, come from a standpoint
Science(s) have contexts, politics, histories that shape 
what is asked, what can be known, and how 

FEMINIST as justice-based, transformative, intersectional
Seeking knowledge and experience from “the margins”
Identifying and undoing cisheteropatriarchical white 
supremacist values, norms, ideologies, and interlocking 
systems of power -- and offering something in its place


