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1. Q. What is subsistence fishing and hunting?

Answer. Subsistence is defined in Alaska state laws as the “noncommercial customary and traditional uses” of
fish and wildlife. These uses include:

-n the 1990s (the last period for which a comprehensive estimate is available), the Division of
ubsistence estimates that average rural subsistence harvest statewide was about 375 pounds of food per
person per year. That is more than the U.S. average consumption of 255 pounds of domestic meat, fish,
and poultry per year. Traditional foods are provided during funerals, potlatches, weddings, dances, and
other ceremonial occasions.
Division research shows that fish and wildlife are widely shared with neighbors who cannot

harvest for themselves because of age, disability, or other circumstances.

» Homes and other buildings. Spruce, birch, hemlock, willow, and cottonwood are used for house logs, fish
racks, and many other items.

. ood is a major source of energy in rural homes, and is also used for smoking and preserving fish
and meat.

-urvey respondents report that wild furs and hides are still the best materials for ruffs (wind

uards), mittens, parkas, kuspuks, linings, and mukluks (winter boots) in many regions.
-ides are used as sleeping mats. Seal skins are used as pokes to store food. Wild
grasses are made into baskets and mats.
. ish, seals, and other products are used to feed dog teams. Wood is used for sleds.
. Division research shows that traditional
products are also used in funerals, potlatches, weddings, dances, and other ceremonial occasions. Ivory,
antlers, grass, wood, skins, and furs are crafted into beautiful items of art for sale and enjoyment.
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[The Way of the Human Being]

Worldview

Communal
Mindfulness

Human Realm

Kawagley, Angayugaq Oscar. A Yupiaq Worldview: A Pathway to Ecology and
Spirit. 2nd, Originally published in 1995. ed. Long Grove: Waveland Press, 2006.




Yuungnaqpiallerput
The Way We Genuinely Live:

Masterworks of Yup'ik
Science and Survival

Fienup-Riordan, Ann et al. Yuungnaqpiallerput [The Way We Genuinely Live]:
Masterworks of Yup’ik Science and Survival. Seattle: University of Washington
Press, 2007.




Scientist-aullrulliniameng
Augkut Ciuliaput

Yupiit augkut gagimallruyaagelliniut ciugliput. Ca cuqgingasterluni. Ca
nallunritesterluni. Tamaa-i tamakut cuqingailriit cat nalluvkenaki, callrit-llu
nalluvkenaki. Scientist-aullrulliniameng augkut ciuliaput.

Our Yup'ik ancestors apparently were complete with everything needed to keep
the culture alive. They had experts who could measure and understand
happenings in their daily lives. Our ancestors apparently were scientists.

--Paul John, Toksook Bay

vupikscience.org




Introduction

YUPHT
MAT'UM NALLIINI QASGIMI
YUP'IK LIVES TODAY IN THE QASGI

Yuungnagpiallerput CENAMI UPNERKAM

CAUYARNARIUQ : e NALLIINI
TIME FOR DRUMMING The Way We Genuinely Live: ON THE COAST

DURING SPRING

KUIGNI UP'NERKAM
NUNAT NALLIINI

WINTER VILLAGE ON RIVERS
DURING SPRING

UKSUARMI UKSUMI-LLU
NEQSURYARAQ : NEQLIYALRIIT
FALL AND WINTER m THOSE WHO ARE GOING
FISHING Masterworks of Yup'ik TO FISH CAMP
Science and Survival

UKSUARMI YAQULGET
PISSURYARAQ AYUQENRILNGUUT
FALL — BIRDS
NUNAMEK
TING TR NG ABU B
HUNTING AND TRAPPINC PINGNATULRILT IN ABUNDANCE
THOSE GATHERING
FROM THE LAND




Inuit Food Security
Inuit Food Security? is the natural right of all Inuit to be part of the

ecosystem, to access food and to care-take, protect and respect all of life,
land, water, and air. It allows for all Inuit to obtain, process, store, and
consume sufficient amounts of healthy, nutritious, and preferred food

— foods Inuit physically and spiritually crave and need from the land,
air, and water. These foods provide for families and future generations
through the practice of Inuit customs and spirituality, languages,
knowledge, policies, management practices, and self-governance. It
includes the responsibility and ability to pass on knowledge to younger
generations, the taste of traditional foods rooted in place and season,
knowledge of how to safely obtain and prepare traditional foods for
medicinal use, clothing, housing, nutrients and, overall, how to be within
one’s environment. It means understanding that food is a lifeline and a
connection between the past and today’s self and cultural identity. Inuit
food security is characterized by environmental health and is made up
of six interconnecting dimensions: 1) Availability; 2) Inuit Culture; 3)
Decision-Making Power and Management; 4) Health and Wellness; 5)
Stability; and 6) Accessibility. This definition holds the understanding

s
that without food sovereignty, food security will not exist.

Inuit Food Sovereignty

Food sovereignty is defined as the right of all Inuit to define their own
hunting, gathering, fishing, land, and water policies; the right to define
what is sustainably, socially, economically, and culturally appropriate for
the distribution of food and to maintain ecological health; and the right
to obtain and maintain practices that ensure access to tools needed to
obtain, process, store, and consume traditional foods. Within the Inuit
food security conceptual framework, food sovereignty is a necessity to
support and maintain the six dimensions of food security.?

Inuit Circumpolar Council - Alaska. 2020. Food Sovereignty and Self-Governance:
Inuit Role in Managing Arctic Marine Resources iccalaska.org
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Figure 2. The Arctic Ecosystem.

This is a healthy Arctic ecosystem. An Elder described this ecosystem as a puzzle, with multiple pieces where there are dances, feasts, sharing, learning,
observing, collecting water and food. The zooplankton, whales, fish, caribou, berries, and many other pieces fit together to make up this puzzle — they adjust
to each other and move but are always connected. A challenge arises when only one piece of the puzzle is viewed on its own. This single-species approach
ignores how one decision impacts all of the other pieces,ﬁziling to understand cumulative impacts or the relationships held between all of the components. The
IK shared through this image emphasizes that a holistic view is necessary for food security and a healthy ecosystem.®

Inuit Circumpolar Council - Alaska. 2015. "Alaskan Inuit Food Security Conceptual
Framework: How to Assess the Arctic From an Inuit Perspective." Technical
Report. Anchorage, AK iccalaska.org
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Inuit Circumpolar Council - Alaska. 2015. "Alaskan Inuit Food Security Conceptual
Framework: How to Assess the Arctic From an Inuit Perspective." Technical
Report. Anchorage, AK iccalaska.org




Figure 3. Interconnecting drivers surrounding walrus within a given time and space
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Why is Eating Traditional Foods Important?
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Camouflaging Deep Ocean Fishing Steam Bent Hook Fishing Fishing techniques
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Pole Turning Stone Knapping Rope Making Basket Weaving
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Rope Fiber Production Steaming Bending Hoops Clam Garden Engineering Canoe Production
River Weir Engineering Bentwood Box Production Arrow/Spear point production Plank Production
“The tide's out the table is set” “Nature is our family” “Everything is connected” “Take care of your health” “Give thanks for your gifts”
Traditional Language Indigenous recipes Traditional Plant Names Indigenous songs Hunting/Fishing Stories
Salmon Spawning Cycles Storytelling T h . Seasonal harvesting Traditional Place Names
Plant Identification Indigenous trade e a C l n gS Family Stories Indigenous Calendar
Salmon Spawning Cycles Family lineage Indigenous tool building Traditional ways of praying Traditional Navigation
“Feed your community” “Share what you have” “Only take what you need” “Water is sacred” “Respect the earth”
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